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There Were Giants in the Earth in Those Days...
BY LOYCE MARTINAZZI

Yes, right here in Tualatin: This was a
valley of the giants. Mammoths, mastodons,
giant ground sloths, bison and more
lumbered over the same ground now
covered with massive pavement, mammoth
McMansions, strip-malls giganticus,
and Lake Artificialis. As the Pleistocene
Epoch drew to a close with the melting of
the great glacial ice sheets some 12,000
years ago, Tualatin looked a lot different
than it looks today.
Those giant animals
that were once so
plentiful, are now
extinct. Scientists
still spend many
hours researching,
speculating and
theorizing why.

“Tualatin in the Ice Age,” will take the
audience back 15,000 years, when giants
roamed the earth and floods inundated the
entire Tualatin and Willamette Valleys.

Prominent experts will tell of the massive
400 foot floods that raged through the
valley, scarping out Lake Oswego and
the Tonquin scablands, and gouging out
the rivers and streams we know today.
Everywhere around us are reminders of
those giant floods.
Erratics, in the form
of granite rocks
from as far away as
Canada, were carried
along in the turbulent
waters. Several
erratics, as well as a
sacrum from a giant
ground sloth have
been donated to the
historical society and
can be viewed at the
Heritage Center.
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This exciting and
educational program will
begin at 2 pm on Sunday,
February 6. Power Points,
films and artifacts can
be viewed. Refreshments
celebrating the historical
society’s 25th birthday
will be served.
Suggested donation is $5.
Historic Winona Grange Hall is
located on the west side of the
Lake of the Commons,
at 8340 SW Seneca.

