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Captain Larry 
Braaksma

HOW LONG 
HAVE YOU BEEN 
WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT?

I started my 
law enforcement 

career with Tualatin Police on March 
1, 1991 and March 1, 2016 will mark 
my 25th anniversary. I did not have any 
prior law enforcement experience.

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AS A CAREER?

As a kid, I always wanted to be either 
a firefighter or police officer. My 6th grade 
career day was with a Battalion Chief from 
the Portland Fire Bureau. When I was 19 
years old, my house was burglarized and 
I watched the crime scene investigator’s 
process the apartment. The detective 
assigned to the case was very friendly 
explaining what and why they were 
processing the scene in great detail. At this 
point in my life I was torn between being 
a firefighter/paramedic or police officer. I 
completed a 400-hour volunteer course 
and was a volunteer firefighter but after a 
couple of years and some mishaps on a few 
rooftops, I grew weary of heights, which 
eventually dashed my hopes of pursuing 
that as a profession. While chipping away 
at general courses at a community college 
I applied at several police departments 
without much luck. I got married and 
worked at a cabinet shop for 4 years 
when the urge to be a police officer really 
kicked in and motivated me to apply at 
various law enforcement agencies again. I 
was offered a job at two law enforcement 
agencies on the same day and the Tualatin 
Police Department was one of them.

WAS THERE A FAVORITE 
MOMENT IN YOUR 
CAREER?  WHAT WAS IT?

I have had several favorite moments 
in my law enforcement career. One of the 
more memorable times was during the three 
years when Captain Mark Gardner and I 

worked as detectives together. 
We were a good team (still 
are) working together, being in 
sync and complimenting each 
other’s skill set. It probably does 
not hurt that we have known 
each other since high school.

WHAT ADVICE 
WOULD YOU GIVE A 
ROOKIE OFFICER?

1) Every day is a training 
day. 2) You are in a noble and 
honorable profession… and 

you do make a difference! 3) Always be 
vigilant and aware of your surroundings…
there is a reason why you wear a ballistic 
vest. 4) A positive attitude is contagious.

PLANS AFTER RETIREMENT?
I plan to retire from law enforcement 

and pursue a new opportunity. I will 
be joining my brother-in-law in his 
home inspection and remodeling/
construction business and spending more 
time outdoors hunting and fishing.

Sergeant Jim 
Noragon

HOW LONG 
HAVE YOU BEEN 
WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT?

I became a 
Reserve Officer for 

Gresham PD in March of 1990, I 
was hired as a full time officer for 
Tualatin in August 1990. I have been 
with Tualatin just over 25 years.

WHY DID YOU CHOSE LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AS A CAREER?

I wanted to do something to benefit 
the community, something to be proud 
of, something fun and exciting. I could 
not imagine doing anything else.

WAS THERE A FAVORITE 
MOMENT IN YOUR 
CAREER?  WHAT WAS IT?

I have enjoyed my whole career, I 
have amazing memories, I specifically 
enjoyed using teamwork to catch a 
crime in progress or a prolific criminal.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU 
GIVE A ROOKIE OFFICER?

Your reputation is everything. Do 
the right thing! Never do anything 
that will embarrass yourself, the 
department, or your profession.  

PLANS AFTER RETIREMENT?
Yes. 

Officer Norm 
Tollefsen

HOW LONG 
YOU’VE BEEN 
WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT?

I started with 
Tualatin PD on Jan 2, 1989 and am on 
my 28th year right now.    I first started 
as a Reserve Deputy with Washington 
County in 1980 then was hired in 1985 
by the Sherwood Police Department 
and in 1989 came to Tualatin.

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AS A CAREER?

I originally was interested in a 
search and rescue oriented career and 
joined the Washington County Explorer 
post #877 which was very involved 
with search and rescue however once I 
began riding along with the Deputies 
it was very clear to me I wanted to 
work as a Deputy or Police Officer.

WAS THERE A FAVORITE 
MOMENT IN YOUR 
CAREER?  WHAT WAS IT?

No real favorite moment, my entire 
career has been very fulfilling.    There 
have been many moments of excitement, 

fear, sadness, happiness and pretty 
much everything in between however 
not really one to put my finger on.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU 
GIVE A ROOKIE OFFICER?

There are way too many pieces of 
advice to give in one statement which is 
why new Officers have so many instructors 
and coaches before they are on their own.

A rookie Officer stepping in to 
this career today faces a multitude of 
challenges.   I would have to say, but 
not necessarily in this order:   1. have 
an open mind and listen, not only to 
your instructors and coaches but  to the 
people you will be responding to and 
working with, 2.  Keep your eyes open 
and concentrate on what you are doing, 
where you are, who or what is around 
you,  and who you are dealing with, 3.  Be 
professional at all times and always do 
the right thing whether you are alone or 
not, 4.  Be prepared for the unexpected 
because it will happen like it or not, hope 
for the best and prepare for the worst.

PLANS AFTER RETIREMENT?
I haven’t really decided 

yet.   I do know there will be some 
extra fishing trips though.

Three Veteran Tualatin Police Officers to Retire
75 years of service between them

From left to right, Captain Larry Braaksma, Sergeant Jim Noragon and Officer Norm 
Tollefsen.  Photo courtesy of Officer Eric Hermann.

These three 
department 
members represent 
over 75 years of 
collective service to 
the City of Tualatin.  
The three of them 
have provided 

hands-on coaching, mentoring, and 
training to every member of our 
department.  They are three of the 
most caring individuals I have ever 
met and Tualatin has been fortunate 
to have them serving their community.  
I love them all and will miss them 
immensely.  But they have trained and 
mentored their replacements and they 
will move to the next chapter in their 
life with hopefully a lot less stress.  I am 
so proud of all three of them and am 
thankful I have had the opportunity to 
learn from them and work with them. 
  Kent W. Barker 
  Chief of Police


