
PAGE X OCTOBER 2016

The Return of a Legacy
Regatta Run Returns for Eighth Year
BY  KATHRINE HOLLAMON 
     If you’ve been around Tualatin in the 
Fall for the past 8 years, you probably 
have heard of the Regatta Run.  In fact, 
the Regatta Run has become a “thing” 
in Tualatin (as my students put it), and 
the community looks forward to it every 
year.  Sponsors graciously support it, and 
people- from near and far- sign up for 
what has become a Tualatin tradition.  
Some are seasoned athletes- joggers or 
walkers- and some are people who just 
want to take part in this very special 
event. Why? It all started with a hero.  
Matt Lembke was a Tualatin High 
School graduate in 2005.  He joined the 
Marines, served two tours in Iraq, and 
then a third in Afghanistan.  His plan 
was to come back and go to college after 
this tour. Unfortunately, he was critically 
injured and did not survive his injuries. 
A scholarship fund was started in his name, 
for Tualatin High School graduates, and the 
Regatta Run was born as the only fundraiser 
for it. In this way, Matt’s legacy lives on. The 
students at the high school know who he 
is, and many of them stop to look at the 
framed picture of Matt and his football jersey 
above the weight room. Many teachers will 
show the promo video, using photos from 
the previous year’s events, posters go up in 
school and around town, and people lace up 
their sneakers and come… to honor Matt, to 
continue his legacy, and to raise funds for the 
scholarship.  

The Regatta Run is a collaborative event 
with the Lembke family, Tualatin High 
School, the Tualatin Chamber of Commerce, 
as well as the City of Tualatin, sponsors, 
raffle prize donors, and many volunteers and 
participants.  The course begins at Tualatin 
Community Park, and crosses over the 
footbridge to Cook Park, and back. The trees 
along the course are beautiful this time of 

the year, and hopefully we will be blessed 
with good weather again. There will be coffee 
and hot chocolate, and free food after the 
event. Be sure to stick around for the award 
ceremony afterwards. There are medals for 
the winners, and this year, we will also be 
awarding age group winner ribbons. This year, 
we will have chipped bibs, and the tradition 
of raffle prizes continues.  The VFW Hall, 
named Matthew Lembke Hall, also serves 
a yummy breakfast after the event for a 
nominal donation.

So whether you are in training or not, you 
can take part in this wonderful community 
event, raising funds for kids, and honoring 
and remembering our own town hero, 
Corporal Matthew Lembke.  The cost to 
register is $35.00 and includes a dryfit long 
sleeve t-shirt, while supplies last. Thank you 
for your support!

For more information, go to www.
fitcitytualatin.com/regatta-run.


